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Welcome to Resources for Aging, the e-newsletter of the Michigan Office of Services to 
the Aging (OSA) in Lansing.  It provides timely information about aging network news, 
events and resources. 
 
Resources for Aging is provided by OSA at no cost as a public service.  Feel free to 
duplicate, fax, forward or send it to anyone without permission. 
 
Issues are sent directly to those on a group e-mail list, and printed copies are mailed 
upon request to those who do not have Internet/e-mail access.  Also, this issue and past 
issues can be accessed online at www.miseniors.net.   
 
For more information about this e-newsletter, go to the RESOURCES FOR AGING 
section at the end of this issue.    
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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AGING NETWORK NEWS 
 

SCSEP Seeks New Enrollees, Host Agencies and Employers 
 

The Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP), sponsored by the US 
Department of Labor, provides job training and placement for people with limited 
financial resources who are age 55 and older.  It also provides employers with trained, 
motivated workers at no cost. 
 
Older Workers: The Michigan SCSEP is seeking new older workers.  In particular, job 
openings are available in Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Kalkaska and 
Wexford Counties in Northern Michigan (AAA-10); Berrien, Cass and Van Buren 
Counties in Southwest Michigan (AAA-4); and Bay, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, 
Isabella, Midland, Saginaw, Sanilac and Tuscola Counties in Thumb Area (AAA-7) . 
 
Older worker trainees receive personalized job training to learn new job skills, such as 
working with computers.  They also receive help finding a job placement, and if needed, 
assistance to help them ease back into the workforce.  Salaries are paid for by SCSEP. 
 
Host Agencies: The Michigan SCSEP is seeking new host agencies.  After receiving 
job skills training, most SCSEP older workers are placed in part-time (20 hours/week) 
jobs at host agencies that benefit from their free labor.  Most are nonprofit agencies 
such as, libraries, community centers and social service organizations.  That is why new 
host agencies are needed for the placement of older workers. 
 
A host agency must be a governmental or non-profit organization.  Those eligible to act 
as host agencies are public agencies operated by units of government, and nonprofit 
agencies with a 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code. 
 
Host agencies must provide adequate orientation, supervision, instruction and job 
training for enrollees.  They also must provide adequate supervision, and a commitment 
to consider hiring each enrollee into an unsubsidized position (not subsidized by 
SCSEP) within the host agency when an appropriate vacancy occurs that involves 
duties which are the same as, or similar to, those performed by the enrollee.   
 
Employers: The Michigan SCSEP is seeking new employers.  Some SCSEP older 
workers eventually are hired by their host agency because they have a work ethic and 
are talented, experienced, responsible and qualified.  Others may move to another host 
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agency to gain additional job skills.  The ultimate goal is for them to find work with 
employers in the private sector that is unsubsidized.  That is why new private sector 
employers are needed to hire experienced SCSEP older workers. 
 
For more information, call Julia Thomas at OSA (517/373-0623) or e-mail her at 
thomasju@michigan.gov.  You also can go to www.doleta.gov/seniors, or call toll-free 
877/872-5627. 
 

BCBSM Awards Five Corporate Grants to Combat Depression 
 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) and the Blue Care Network has given 
corporate grant awards to five community-based organizations to help thousands of 
senior adults combat depression.         
 
The grants are part of BCBSM’s social mission to support programs that assist elders, 
and also to focus on four community health issues: Depression Awareness and 
Treatment, Access to Health Care for the Uninsured, Domestic Violence and Abuse 
Prevention, and Physical Activitiy and Nutrition. 
   
According to a recent University of Michigan (U of M) study, depression is not a normal 
part of aging, and it is treatable.  However, depression becomes a significant medical 
issue at some time during the lives of up to 57 percent of Americans over age 65.  Older 
women, especially those without spouses, are more likely to have many symptoms of 
depression.  Also, the study found that depression may suppress a senior adult’s 
immune system, and untreated depression has a huge impact on the prognosis of 
patients with a variety of chronic illnesses, such as diabetes and heart disease. 
   
The five grants are providing $57,000 to use public service advertising, workshops, 
screening and counseling through 2005 to help elders and their caregivers recognize 
the condition of depression, and seek help.  The five are: 
 
Burnham Brook, that operates a senior center in Battle Creek and a satellite center in 
Albion, received $5,000 to conduct depression screenings, make referrals, and provide 
educational programs and information across its eight-county service area, with a 
special emphasis on Barry and Calhoun Counties.  It anticipates screening 300 senior 
adults for depression, and providing 400 senior adults and their caregivers with 
important educational materials.   
 
The Alzheimer’s Association, Greater Michigan Chapter, located in Southfield, 
received $10,000 to implement a “Dementia Project Initiative” to increase awareness of 
depression among persons with dementia, caregivers and health care professionals.  Of 
the 110,000 person’s with Alzheimer’s disease throughout its 44-county service area, 
22,000 to 44,000 also suffer from depression.  The program also targets caregivers who 
are at high risk for depression.  The Association also will provide depression education 
workshops and develop literature for distribution.  
 
The Portage Senior Center, located in Portage in Kalamazoo County, received 
$12,460 to support its “Senior Wellness Project” aimed at senior adults with chronic 
conditions, including mental health issues.  It also is developing and implementing a 
depression awareness program, conducted by professionals and volunteers, that will 
use a variety of approaches including large group presentations, support groups, radio 
and TV programs, and printed materials. 
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The Cheboygan County Council on Aging, received $10,000 to expand existing 
services to senior adults in Cheboygan and Northern Emmet County to include 
depression screening, individual and group depression counseling, caregiver 
assistance, and support groups.  It also makes senior referrals to link senior adults to 
community agencies that specialize in depression; organizes depression screening at 
health fairs; and coordinates with agencies to identify, screen, and treat depression. 
 
The Gerontology Network, with offices in Grand Rapids and Adrian, received 
$19,600 to raise community awareness about depression by educating senior adults, 
caregivers and organizations in minority communities.  It is producing TV public service 
announcements, printed materials, and depression screening tools to educate 
underserved minority senior adults and their caregivers.  In addition, it is conducting 
educational sessions and making presentations at senior centers and other sites, and it 
plans to screen an estimated 400 senior adults for depression..    
 
For more information, call Sally Steiner at OSA (517/373-8810) or e-mail her at 
steiners@michigan.gov. 

 
AAA-3B Appoints New Executive Director 

 
The Board of Directors of the Region-3B Area Agency on Aging (AAA-3B) has 
appointed Angela Wisely to serve as its new Executive Director.  In 1996 she served 
as Associate Director of AAA-3B when it was established.  In 1999 she assisted in 
creating the Calhoun County Office of Senior Services, and then served as its Senior 
Services Manager until her appointment as AAA Executive Director.         
 
AAA-3B serves Barry and Calhoun Counties, and is located at Burnham Brook in Battle 
Creek.  For more information, call Angela at 269/441-0902. 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
OSA EVENTS/MEETINGS 

 
Commission on Services to the Aging (CSA) 

 
The next meeting will be held 10:00 a.m. August 19 at the Holiday Inn Lansing West 
Conference Center, 7501 W. Saginaw Highway in Lansing.  For more information, call 
Cindy Albrecht at OSA (517/335-4016) or e-mail her at albrechtc@michigan.gov. 
 

OSA/Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Directors 
 
The next meeting will be held 1:30 p.m. August 9 in Room 3B above OSA at 7109 W. 
Saginaw Highway in Lansing.  For more information, call Jan Bowlin at OSA (517/241-
3864) or e-mail her at bowlinj1@michigan.gov, or call Mary Ablan at the Area Agencies 
on Aging Association of Michigan (517/886-1227) or e-mail her at ablan@iserv.net. 
 

State Advisory Council on Aging (SAC)  
 
The next meeting will be held 9:30 a.m. October 20 at the Holiday Inn Lansing West 
Conference Center, 7501 W. Saginaw Highway in Lansing.  For more information, call 
Sally Steiner at OSA (517/373-8810) or e-mail her at steiners@michigan.gov. 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
EVENTS/MEETINGS ADDED SINCE THE LAST ISSUE 

 
Genesee County Elder Abuse Task Force, a meeting sponsored by Legal Services of 
Eastern Michigan, Adult Protective Services, the Genesee County Sheriff, and the 
Genesee County Prosecutor, August 9 at the Family Service Agency in Flint.  For more 
information, call 810/603-0801 or 810/234-2621. 
 
Second Annual Work Life Expo, sponsored by the Michigan Business and 
Professional Association and featuring a general session on “Eldercare and Working 
Families” August 12 at the Burton Manor in Livonia.  For more information, go to 
www.michbusiness.org or call 586/393-8800. 
 
A Tribute to the Greatest Generation, a fundraiser on the 60th anniversary of the 
celebration of V-Day (Victory over Japan Day) sponsored by Citizens for Better Care 
(CBC) August 15 at Noto’s Old World Italian Dining in Grand Rapids.  For more 
information, call 616/245-9451.   
 
Predatory Lending and Your Community, a free training for consumers of all ages 
sponsored by the Michigan Department of Civil Rights (MDCR) and the US Department 
of Housing and Urban Development August 18 at the Holiday Inn Lansing South 
Convention Center in Lansing.  Includes free continental breakfast and lunch.  For 
more information, call 517/241-5636 or go to www.michigan.gov/mdcr and see 
“Predatory Lending and Your Community.”  See also the OTHER RESOURCES section 
of this issue (below). 
 
Grantsmanship Training Program, sponsored by the Grantsmanship Center (TGCI) to 
offer grant-related training and information September 12-16 at the Judson Center in 
Royal Oak.  For more information go to www.tgci.com or call toll-free 800/421-9512. 
 
Best Practices of Northern Michigan Committee (BPNM), entitled “Montessori-based 
Activity Programs for Residents with Dementia” and sponsored by Citizens for Better 
Care (CBC) Northwest Michigan September 13 at the Diocese of Gaylord in Gaylord.  
For more information, call toll-free 866/485-9393 or 231/947-2504. 
 
Grantsmanship Training Program, sponsored by the Grantsmanship Center (TGCI) to 
offer grant-related training and information September 26-30 at the Lake Superior 
Community Partnership & Northern Area Health Education Center in Marquette.  For 
more information go to www.tgci.com or call toll-free 800/421-9512. 
   
The Art of Jewish Caregiving, sponsored by Jewish Home and Aging Services 
September 28 at the Jewish Home and Aging Services in West Bloomfield.  For more 
information, call 248/661-2999, ext. 348. 
 
AARP Driver Safety Program, a training designed specifically for drivers age 50 and 
older and sponsored by AARP and the Western Upper Peninsula (UP) Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) September 29-30 at the Western UP District Health 
Department in Hancock.  For more information, call 906/482-7382. 
 
Best Practices of Northern Michigan Committee (BPNM), entitled “Mini-in service: 
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Services for Persons with Visual Impairments in LTC Settings” and sponsored by 
Citizens for Better Care (CBC) Northwest Michigan October 4 at the Diocese of 
Gaylord in Gaylord.  For more information, call toll-free 866/485-9393 or 231/947-2504.   
 
Call for Presentations: Wellness and Spirituality Conference XIII, sponsored by The 
University of Oklahoma Outreach to share the collective wisdom on issues of Native 
spirituality and its importance to overall wellness November 14-17 at the Double Tree 
Hotel at Reid Park in Tucson, AZ.  The deadline for submitting presentation proposals 
is August 19.  For more information, go to http://hpp.ou.edu or call 405/325-1790 or e-
mail to hpp@ou.edu. 
 
Dementia Competencies for Care Coordinators, a free training sponsored by the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Michigan Great Lakes Chapter in collaboration with the Tri-
County Office on Aging to prepare care coordinators to work more effectively with 
people with dementia and their families August 23 at the Tri-County Office on Aging in 
Lansing.  Continental breakfast for all participants.  For more information, call 517/364-
7590 or e-mail to Jennifer.burley@alz.org.        
 
Vulnerable Adults & the Criminal Justice System: Beyond the Basics, a 
conference sponsored by the Oregon Health Care Association, AARP Oregon, the 
Oregon Department of Human Services, and the Oregon Department of Justice 
September 13-15 at the Hilton Eugene & Conference Center in Eugene, OR.  For more 
information, call 503/846-2773 or e-mail to joyce_demonnin@co.washington.or.us. 
 
Annual Convention & Exhibit Show 2005, entitled “Blueprints for the Future – Tools 
for Change” and sponsored by the Health Care Association of Michigan and the 
Michigan Center for Assisted Living Septmber 18-21 at the Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort in Mt. Pleasant.  For more information, call 517/627-1561. 
 
MCRR Fall Conference, sponsored by the Michigan Committee on Refugee 
Resettlement (MCRR) and the Detroit Area Agency on Aging (DAAA), featuring a panel 
on the needs of older refugees September 23 at the Holiday Inn South Conference 
Center in Lansing.  For more information, call 517/241-7824. 
 
Expo 2005: International Public Transportation Expo, sponsored by the American 
Public Transportation Association September 26-28 at the Dallas Convention Center in 
Dallas, TX.  For more information, go to www.apta.com/expo2005 or call toll-free 
800/628-5188.    
 
30th Anniversary and Annual Meeting, a conference entitled “Working Together for 
Quality Long-Term Care” and sponsored by the National Citizens’ Coalition for Nursing 
Home Reform (NCCNHR) October 16-19 at the Hilton Crystal City Hotel in Arlington, 
VA.  For more information, go to www.nursinghomeaction.org or call 202/332-2275. 
 
AARC Annual Training Conference, sponsored by the Alabama Association of 
Regional (Aging) Councils October 16-19 at the Perdido Beach Resort in Orange 
Beach, AL.  For more information, go to www/alarc.org. 
 
Grantsmanship Training Program, sponsored by the Grantsmanship Center (TGCI) to 
offer grant-related training and information November 14-18 at Lansing Community 
College in Lansing.  For more information go to www.tgci.com or call toll-free 800/421-
9512. 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

MICHIGAN CONFERENCES 
 

5th Annual Safe, Sound and Secure Conference, sponsored by the Macomb County 
Department of Senior Services August 23 at the Macomb Intermediate School District 
in Clinton Township.  For more information, call 586/469-6307 or e-mail to 
cathy.wilson@macombcountymi.gov. 
 
Michigan Triad Conference, sponsored by the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association August 
26 at Wayne County Community College in Taylor.  For more information, call toll-free 
800/875-5500 or e-mail to cpickett@michigansheriff.com. 
 
7th Annual Assisted Living Conference, sponsored by the Michigan Assisted Living 
Association (MALA) and the Michigan Association of Homes and Services for the Aging 
(MAHSA) September 7 at the Lansing Radisson Hotel in Lansing.  For more 
information, go to www.miassistedliving.org or call toll-free 800/482-0118. 
 
15th Annual Senior Advisory Council Conference and 2005 Claude Pepper 
Awards, entitled “Staying Healthy through Engagement” and sponsored by Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) for senior adults and service providers September 9 
at the Soaring Eagle Resort, Casino and Conference Center in Mt. Pleasant.  One 
conference event will be “Walking Works” with Ernie Harwell.  For more information, 
call toll-free 800/733-BLUE (2583).  
 
6th Annual Michigan Substance Abuse Conference, sponsored by the Michigan 
Association of Community Mental Health Boards (MACMHB) September 15-16 at Cobo 
Hall in Detroit.  For more information, call 517/374-6848. 
 
7th Annual MDEN Conference, entitled “Non-Alzheimer’s Dementias: Behaviors and 
Interventions,” and sponsored by the Michigan Dementia Education Network (MDEN) 
and the Alzheimer’s Education & Research Program at Eastern Michigan University 
(EMU) September 20-21 at the McMullan Center at Higgins Lake.  For more 
information, call 734/487-8578 or e-mail to lisa.gray@emich.edu. 
 
Nonprofit Day 2005, a conference sponsored by the Michigan Nonprofit Association 
(MNA) and its Michigan Public Policy Initiative (MPPI) September 21 at the Lansing 
Center in Lansing.  For more information, go to www.mnaonline.org or call toll-free 
888/242-7075. 
 
Case Management Across the Lifespan, a conference for health care professionals 
interested or engaged in case management sponsored by the Michigan State University 
(MSU) College of Nursing and the MSU School of Social Work, November 17 at the 
MSU Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center.  For more information, go to  
www.nursing.msu.edu/continuingeducation.asp or call toll-free 800/605-6424, option 6.   
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

MICHIGAN TRAINING EVENTS 
 
Challenging Behaviors of Dementia: A Model for Caregivers, a 2005 Professional 
Series training sponsored by the Gerontology Network August 11 at Christ Community 
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Church in Spring Lake.  For more information, go to www.gerontologynetwork.org or 
call toll-free 800/730-6135.    
 
Slip/Fall Safety Fair, sponsored by the Region IV Area Agency on Aging (AAA-7) 
August 11 at Holiday Inn in Mt. Pleasant.  For more information, call toll-free 800/858-
1637 or e-mail to hillj@region7aaa.org. 
 
Special Issues in Caring for Individuals with Dementia, a training on new strategies 
for caring for individuals with dementia sponsored by the Gerontology Network August 
19 at the Montcalm County Commission on Aging in Stanton.  For more information, 
call toll-free 888/243-3144 or e-mail to mwaskiewicz@gerontologynetwork.org.  
 
Advanced Techniques in Dementia Care, a 2005 Professional Series training 
sponsored by the Gerontology Network August 19 at the Montcalm County 
Commission on Aging in Stanton.  For more information, go to 
www.gerontologynetwork.org or call toll-free 800/730-6135.    
 
Dizziness and Balance Dysfunction in the Geriatric Client, a training sponsored by 
the Injury and Violence Prevention Section of the Michigan Department of Community 
Health (DCH) and co-sponsored by Genesys Health System and Generation Care of 
Muskegon September 13 at the Genesys Conference and Banquet Center in Grand 
Blanc.  For more information, go to www.genesys.org, call 517/663-5147, or e-mail to 
dmsdiane@concentric.net. 
 
Advanced Techniques in Dementia Care, a 2005 Professional Series training 
sponsored by the Gerontology Network September 16 at the Above & Beyond 
Oakridge Golf Club in Norton Shores.  For more information, go to 
www.gerontologynetwork.org or call toll-free 800/730-6135.    
 
Non-Alzheimer’s Dementias: What They Look Like and Implications for Care, a 
training sponsored by Catholic Social Services, Inc. September 22 at the Waterfront 
Conference Center in Traverse City.  For more information, call 231/929-7070. 
 
Geriatric Rehabilitation: Strategies for a Changing Environment, a training 
sponsored by Agility Health and the Geriatric Education Center of Michigan September 
24 at the Sheraton Lansing Hotel in Lansing.  For more information, call 517/353-7828. 
 
Dealing with Grief & Loss/Working with Families of Older Adults a 2005 
Professional Series training sponsored by the Gerontology Network September 26 at 
the Osceola State Bank in Baldwin.  For more information, go to 
www.gerontologynetwork.org or call toll-free 800/730-6135.    
 
Planned Giving: Getting the Proper Start, a training sponsored by the Michigan 
Nonprofit Association in partnership with the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership, and conducted by the Indiana University Center 
on Philanthropy Fund Raising School September 27-29 at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn in Dearborn.  For more information, call toll-free 888/242-7075 or 517/492-
2410, or go to www.mnaonline.org.   
 
Mature Driver Workshop, a training sponsored by the Macomb County Department of 
Senior Services October 6 at the Freedom Hill County Park in Sterling Heights.  For 
more information, call 586/469-6307 or e-mail to cathy.wilson@macombcountymi.gov.  
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Preparing Successful Grant Proposals, a training sponsored by the Michigan 
Nonprofit Association in partnership with the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership, and conducted by the Indiana University Center 
on Philanthropy Fund Raising School October 18-19 at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn in Dearborn.  For more information, call toll-free 888/242-7075 or 517/492-
2410, or go to www.mnaonline.org.       
 
Accommodating Vision and Hearing Loss in Older Adults, a training sponsored by 
the Health and Human Services Department at Lansing Community College (LCC) 
October 21 at LCC in Lansing.  For more information, call 517/483-1529 or e-mail to 
beham@lcc.edu.  
 
Developing a Person-Centered Approach to Care, a training sponsored by the 
Health and Human Services Department at Lansing Community College (LCC) October 
21 at LCC in Lansing.  For more information, call 517/483-1529 or e-mail to 
beham@lcc.edu. 
 
Dementia: Concepts and Causes, a training sponsored by the Health and Human 
Services Department at Lansing Community College (LCC) November 4 at LCC in 
Lansing.  For more information, call 517/483-1529 or e-mail to beham@lcc.edu.  
 
Building the Annual Fund, a training sponsored by the Michigan Nonprofit Association 
in partnership with the Dorothy A. Center Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership, and conducted by the Indiana University Center on Philanthropy Fund 
Raising School November 9-10 at the University of Michigan-Dearborn in Dearborn.  
For more information, call toll-free 888/242-7075 or 517/492-2410, or go to 
www.mnaonline.org.     
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

OTHER MICHIGAN EVENTS/MEETINGS 
 
Seniors’ Day and Senior Awards Ceremony, sponsored by OSA and the Michigan 
State Fair August 15 at the Michigan State Fair in Detroit.  For more information, call 
313/369-8310.   
 
MADSA Chapter II Quarterly Meeting, sponsored by the Michigan Association of Adult 
Day Services Association (MADSA) September 14 at Area Agency on Aging 1-B in 
Southfield.  For more information, call toll-free 877/362-2322 or e-mail to 
madsa@earthlink.com. 
 
19th Annual Symposium on Geriatric Medicine, entitled “Finding the Balance: Risk vs 
Benefit in Treating Geriatric Illness” and sponsored by the Geriatric Education Center of 
Michigan September 23 at the Sheraton Lansing Hotel in Lansing.  For more 
information, call 517/353-7828. 
 
2005 Volunteer Symposium, sponsored by the Michigan Hospice & Palliative Care 
Organization (MHPCO) October 14-16 at the Valley Plaza Resort Hotel and Convention 
Center in Midland.  For more information, call 517/886-6667 or e-mail to 
nbrocieus@mihospice.org    
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General MADSA Membership Meeting, sponsored by the Michigan Association of 
Adult Day Services Association (MADSA) October 21 at the Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce in Lansing.  For more information, call toll-free 877/362-2322 or e-mail to 
madsa@earthlink.com.  
  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

CONFERENCES/EVENTS OUTSIDE MICHIGAN 
 
National Conference on Volunteering and Service, sponsored by the Corporation for 
National and Community Service and the Points of Light Foundation August 4-6 at the 
Washington Convention Center in Washington, DC.  For more information, go 
www.volunteeringandservice.org or e-mail to conference@volunteeringandservice.org.    
 
18th Annual State Health Care Policy Conference, sponsored by the National 
Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) for health policy leaders August 7-9 at the 
Renaissance Nashville Hotel in Nashville, TN.  For more information or to register, go 
to www.nashp.org or call 207/874-6524. 
 
13th International Conference, entitled “The Intergenerational Current Across the Life 
Span and Around the Globe” and sponsored by Generations United September 13-17 
at the Washington Marriott in Washington, DC.  For more information, go to 
www.gu.org or call 202/289-3979.     
 
10th Annual Disease Management Congress, held in conjunction with the 2005 
International Disease Management Alliance Summit and sponsored by the Beam 
Institute and the Institute for International Research September 21-23 at the Omni 
Orlando Champions Gate Resort in Orlando, FL.  For more information, go to 
www.diseasemanagementcongress.com or call toll-free 888/670-8200.  
 
World Ageing & Generations Congress 2005, sponsored by the VIVA 50-Plus - Swiss 
Association for Demographics and Inter-Generational Issues September 29-October 1 
at the University of St. Gallen in St. Gallen, Switzerland.  For more information, go to 
www.viva50plus.org, call +41(071) 242 79 78, or e-mail to info@viva50plus.org. 
 
Workplace Diversity: New Challenges New Opportunities, a conference sponsored 
by the Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) to provide diversity-related 
resources and services October 24-26 Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, NV.  For more 
information, go to www. Shrm.org/conferences/diversity or call toll-free 800/283-7476. 
 
GIA’s 2005 Annual Conference, sponsored by Grantmakers in Aging (GIA) October 
26-28 at the Marriott Waterfront Hotel in Baltimore, MD.  For more information, go to 
www.giaging.org or call 937/435-3156. 
 
NGA 18th Annual Conference, sponsored by the National Guardianship Association 
(NGA) November 6-9 at the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel in Cleveland, OH.  For more 
information, go to www.guardianship.org or call 520/881-6561, ext. 103. 
 
27th Annual Professional Development Institute & Trade Show, entitled “The 
Business of Aging: Getting Ahead of the Curve” and sponsored by Partnerships for 
Aging (a partnership between the Southwest Society on Aging and the Mid-America 
Congress on Aging) November 17-19 at the Indianapolis Westin Hotel Downtown in 
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Indianapolis, IN.  For more information, go to www.partnershipsforaging.org or call 
405/744-7511.   
 
2005 White House Conference on Aging (WHCoA), entitled “The Booming Dynamics 
of Aging: From Awareness to Action” and conducted by the Administration on Aging 
(AoA) December 11-14 in Washington, DC.  For more information, go to 
www.whcoa.gov. 
 
2006 Joint Conference, entitled “Strengthening Families, Communities and Ourselves” 
and co-sponsored by the National Council on the Aging (NCoA) and the American 
Society on Aging (ASA) March 16-19, 2006 at the Hilton Anaheim and the Anaheim 
Marriott in Anaheim, CA.  For more information, go to www.asaging.org. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

FEDERAL REGISTER (July 5-July 29) 
 
The Federal Register is the daily publication of the National Archives and Records 
Administration.  It outlines rules, proposed rules, and notices of federal agencies and 
organizations, as well as Executive Orders and other Presidential documents. 
 
To access the Federal Register online, go to the GPO Access homepage at 
www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/browse.html.  Up will come "Federal Register: Browse."  Also 
"current Issue," or "Back Issues."  go to "Back issues," select the year, and click on 
"Go."  For current year issues, select "2005" and hit "GO."  Then click on the date of the 
issue you want to access. 
 

CCS Issues Interim Final Rule for Medicare Prescription Act 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 6 (Vol. 70, No. 128).  Go to “Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services” and see “Rules.”  This interim final rule with comment period from 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) implements provisions of the 
Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 that require 
the implementation of a competitive acquisition program for certain Medicare Part B 
drugs not paid on a cost or prospective payment system basis.  Beginning January 1, 
physicians will generally be given a choice between obtaining these drugs from vendors 
selected through a competitive bidding process or directly purchasing these drugs and 
being paid under the average sales price system.  Public comment must be received by 
September 6. 
 

AoA Confirms New Date and Location for WHCoA 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 7 (Vol. 70, No. 129).  Go to “Aging Administration” 
and see “Notices, Meetings.”  This notice from the Administration on Aging (AoA) 
confirms that the White House Conference on Aging (WHCoA) Policy Committee voted 
to change the date of the 2005 WHCoA from October 23-26 to December 11-14, and 
that this decennial event will be held at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in 
Washington, DC.  It will be held there to accommodate the 1,200 delegates and the 
large number of potential exhibitors.  The WHCoA will produce resolutions and 
implement strategies to be presented to the President and Congress to help guide 
national aging policies for the next decade and beyond. 
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AoA Holds Sixth Meeting of the WHCoA Policy Committee 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 14 (Vol. 70, No. 134).  Go to “Aging 
Administration” and see “Notices, Meetings.”  This notice from the Administration on 
Aging announces the sixth meeting of the White House Conference on Aging (WHCoA) 
Policy Committee to continue discussions and planning for the 2005 WHCoA.  It was 
held July 20 in the Hall of States at the National Guard Association of the United 
States, Inc. in Washington, DC. 
 

CMS Proposes Home Health Payment System Rate for 2006 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 14 (Vol. 70, No. 134).  Go to “Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services” and see “Proposed Rules, Medicare.”  This proposed rule from 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) sets forth an update to the 60-day 
national episode rates and the national per-visit amounts under the Medicare 
prospective payment system for home health agencies.  The update species amounts 
for each Michigan county.  It also proposes to implement the revised area labor market 
Metropolitan Statistical Area designations for calendar year 2006.  The CMS invites 
public comment that must be submitted by September 6.  For more information, call 
410/786-0131 or 410/786-1985. 
 

HHS Establishes New Health Committee, Requests Nominations 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 14 (Vol. 70, No. 134).  Go to “Health and Human 
Services Department” and see “Notices, Committees.”  This notice from the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) announces the establishment of the American 
Health Information Community, a committee to advise the HHS Secretary and 
recommend specific actions to achieve a common interoperability framework for health 
information technology (IT) and serve as a forum for participation from a broad range of 
stakeholders to provide input on achieving interoperability of health.  The committee 
shall not exceed 17 members who will be appointed by the HHS Secretary.  HHS 
requests nominations of individuals to serve on this committee.  Nominations must 
include a resume and a letter of intent or nomination letter, and must be submitted by 
August 5.  For more information, go to www.hhs.gov/healthit or call 866/505-3500. 
 

AoA Proposes Changes to Maintenance of Effort Reporting Form 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 15 (Vol. 70, No. 135).  Go to “Aging 
Administration” and see “Notices, Agency information collection activities.”  This notice 
from the Administration on Aging (AoA) indicates the Certification of Maintenance of 
Effort Form for Title III has been submitted to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for approval.  The AoA requests public comment.  Title III of the Older Americans 
Act (OAA) requires that a state’s allotment be reduced by the percentage by which its 
state expenditures for a given fiscal year are less than its average annual expenditures 
from state sources for a period of three consecutive years preceding such fiscal year.  
Because information collected by the AoA combines funds from state and local sources, 
therefore it is unable to identify funds solely from state sources.  The Certification of 
Maintenance of Effort Form for Title III will be used by the AoA to provide information to 
verify the amount of state expenditures for a period of three consecutive fiscal years 
preceding the given year, and to make comparisons with the average annual 
expenditures for the period of three consecutive years preceding the given year to 
assure that Michigan and other states will be in compliance.  Written comments must be 

 12

http://www.hhs.gov/healthit


submitted by August 15.  For more information, call 202/357-3440 or e-mail to 
Margaret.tolson@aoa.gov. 
        

SSA  Amends SSI Regulations 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 18 (Vol. 70, No. 136).  Go to “Social Security 
Administration” and see “Rules.”  This final rule from the Social Security Administration 
(SSA), effective July 18, amends Supplemental Security Income (SSI) regulations by 
making technical revisions to SSA rules of income and resources based on the Social 
Security Protection Act (SSPA) of 2004, and several other statutory changes.  These 
technical revisions update lists of exclusions from income and resources under the SSI 
program, and make additional technical corrections.  The basic purpose of SSI (Title IX 
of the Social Security Act) is to ensure a minimum level of income to people who are 
age 65 or older, or blind or disabled, and who have limited income or resources.  
Therefore the income and resources of a person are major factors in deciding whether 
the person is eligible to receive SSI benefits and in computing the amount of benefits.  
For more information about SSI or this final rule, call 410/966-3233. 
 

DOT Offers TA Manual for Individuals with Disabilities 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 19 (Vol. 70, No. 137).  Go to “Transportation 
Department” and see “Rules.”  This final rule from the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) contains a technical assistance manual to air carriers and individuals with 
physical or mental disabilities concerning their rights and responsibilities under the Air 
Carrier Access Act and DOT regulations.  It responds to a Congressional mandate for 
DOT under the Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment and Reform Act for the 21st 
Century, enacted in 2000.  For more information, go to http://airconsumer.ost.dot.gov 
and see “Travel Tips and Publications,” or call 202/366-9342. 
 

CMS Requests Nominations for Advisory Panel on Medicare Education 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 22 (Vol. 70, No. 140).  Go to “Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services” and see “Notices, Committees, establishment, renewal, 
termination.”  This notice from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
requests nominations for individuals to serve on the Advisory Panel on Medicare 
Education.  The panel advises and makes recommendations to the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary, and the CMS Administrator on 
opportunities for CMS to optimize the effectiveness of the National Medicare Education 
Program and other CMS programs that help Medicare beneficiaries understand the 
Medicare program and the range of health plan options available.  Nominees must 
knowledgeable in the field of labor and retirement benefits, and nominations must be 
received by August 12.  For more information, go to www.hhs.gov or call 410/786-
0090. 
 

CMS Proposes to Revise Medicare Hospital Outpatient Payment System 
 

See the Federal Register dated July 25 (Vol. 70, No. 141).  Go to “Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services” and see “Proposed Rules, Medicare.”  This proposed rule from 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) would revise the Medicare 
hospital outpatient prospective payment system after January 1, 2006 to implement 
applicable statutory requirements and changes to implement certain related provisions 
of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act.  In addition, it 
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describes proposed changes to the amounts and factors used to determine the payment 
rates for Medicare hospital outpatient services paid under the prospective payment 
system.  Also, this proposed rule would change the requirement for physician oversight 
of mid-level practitioners in critical access hospitals.  Public comment is welcome, and 
must be received by September 16. 
 

FCC Partly Grants Petitions for Hearing Aid Compatible Telephones 
 

See the See the Federal Register dated July 27 (Vol. 70, No. 143).  Go to “Federal 
Communications Commission” and see “Proposed Rules, Common carrier services, 
Hearing aid-compatible telephones.”  This proposed rule from the Federal 
Communications Commission (FTC) approves in part and denies in part petitions for 
reconsideration of the Hearing Aid Compatibility Order which lifted the blanket 
exemption for digital wireless telephones under the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 
1988.  Congress has required that the FCC “establish such regulations as are 
necessary to ensure reasonable access to telephone service by persons with impaired 
hearing,”  The proposed rule also requests public comment by September 26 
concerning issues related to the FCC’s hearing aid compatibility rule. 
 

AoA Solicits Public Comment on Annual Consumer Assessment Survey 
 

=See the Federal Register dated July 29 (Vol. 70, No. 143).  Go to “Aging 
Administration” and see “Notices, Agency information and collection activities.”  This 
notice from the Administration on Aging (AoA) solicits public comment by September 
27 on the information requirements contained in the annual consumer assessment 
survey which is used by AoA to measure program performance for programs funded 
under Title III of the Older Americans Act (OAA).  This information collection, which 
builds on earlier national pilot studies and performance measuring tools developed by 
AoA grantees in the Performance Outcomes Measures Project (POMP), is a 
comprehensive recipient survey which will include consumer assessment modules for 
the Home Delivered Nutrition Program, Congregate Nutrition Program, Transportation 
Services, Homemaker Services and Chore Services.  Recipients of services from the 
National Family Caregiver Support Program will also be surveyed.  For more 
information, call 202/357-0145.   

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
LEGISLATION 

 
The following bills are listed for informational/educational purposes only.  The list does 
not constitute OSA support or endorsement.  Nor does it indicate the critical bills OSA 
considers to be of priority.  All of this information is current, as of the date of this issue.  
But it is subject to change at any time through legislative action. 
 
For more information about the content and legislative history of a particular bill, go to 
www.michiganlegislature.org (the Michigan Legislature website) and enter the bill 
number in the box under "Legislative Bill Search."  Then hit “Go!” and the status page of 
the bill will appear with current information about the bill.  Click on a “PDF” or “TXT” box 
for a copy of the latest version of the bill, or a House or Senate analysis of the bill.    
 
The Michigan Legislature website (www.michiganlegislature.org) is a free service of the 
Legislative Internet Technology Team in cooperation with the Michigan Legislative 
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Council, the Michigan House of Representatives, and the Michigan Senate.  Also, you 
may call the Michigan Law Library at 517/373-0630 for legal research questions. 
 
If you have a question or opinion about any of these bills, please contact your state 
legislator.  Also, you may e-mail your comments to OSA Director Sharon Gire at 
osadirector@michigan.gov, or mail them to her at OSA (P.O. Box 30676 in Lansing, 
48909-8176). 
 

New House Bills 
(July 5-July 29) 

 
House Bill (HB) 5055 (2005) 
Health facilities; hospitals; quality assurance assessment; extend sunset and increase 
hospital appropriation.  Amends Public Act (PA) 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Rep. 
Bruce Caswell (R-Hillsdale).  Referred to the House Committee on Appropriations 7-
13-05. 
 
House Bill (HB) 5063 (2005) 
Human services; medical services; screening, laboratory services, diagnostic services, 
early intervention services, and treatment of chronic kidney disease for Medicaid eligible 
individual; provide for.  Amends Public Act (PA) 280 of 1939.  Sponsored by Rep. John 
Gleason (D-Flushing) and co-sponsored by 45 others.  Referred to the House 
Committee on Health Policy 7-20-05. 
 
House Bill (HB) 5071 (2005) 
Consumer protection; unfair trade practices; liability for inaccurate representations 
concerning risks of certain drugs, medications, and supplements; clarify.  Amends 
Public Act (PA) 331 of 1976.  Sponsored by Rep. Marie Donigan (D-Royal Oak) and co-
sponsored by four others.  Referred to the House Committee on Commerce 7-27-05.   
 

New Senate Bills 
(July 5-July 29) 

 
Senate Bill (SB) 671 (2005) 
Health facilities; nursing homes;quality assurance assessment; revise.  Amends Public 
Act (PA) 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Sen. Tony Stamas (R-Midland) and co-sponsored 
by two others.  Referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 6-30-05. 
 

Bills that are Moving 
(Through July 29) 

 
House Bill (HB) 4037 (2005) 
This bill would require the establishment of a toll-free telephone number providing 
consumers with information on Michigan prescription drug programs.  Amends Public 
Act (PA) 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Rep. Paul Condino (D-Southfield) and co-
sponsored by two others, this bill is tie-barred to HB 4559 (which means neither bill can 
take effect unless both do).  Referred to the House Committee on Health Policy 1-27-
05.  House Fiscal Agency (HFA) Legislative Analyses 5-2-05 and 5-16-05.  House 
substitute bill adopted 5-17-05.  Passed by the House and given immediate effect 6-29-
05.  Referred to the Senate Committee on Health Policy 6-30-05. 
 
House Bill (HB) 4436 (2005) 
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Appropriations; zero budget; appropriations, supplemental (including 18,615,700 for 
Community Health and 32,368,600 for Human Services).  Creates appropriations act.  
Sponsored by Rep. Scott Hummel (R-DeWitt).  Referred to the House Committee on 
Appropriations 3-2-05.  Reported with recommendation with House substitute bill 7-27-
05.  Referred to second reading 7-27-05.   
 
House Bill (HB) 4559 (2005) 
This bill would establish a website to educate consumers about the price of prescription 
drugs.  Amends Public Act (PA) 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Rep. Roger Kahn (R-
Saginaw) and co-sponsored by two others, this bill is tie-barred to HB 4037 (which 
means neither bill can take effect unless both do).  Referred to the House Committee on 
Health Policy 3-24-05.  House Fiscal Agency (HFA) Legislative Analyses 5-2-05 and 5-
16-05.  House substitute bill adopted 5-17-05.  Passed by the House and given 
immediate effect 5-18-05.  Referred to the Senate Committee on Health Policy 5-19-05. 
 
House Bill (HB) 4626 (2005) 
Insurance; health; liability for certain harm to enrollee; provide for.  Amends Public Act 
(PA) 218 of 1956.  Sponsored by Rep. Paul Condino (D-Southfield) and co-sponsored 
by 12 others.  Referred to the House Committee on Insurance 4-19-05.  Reported with 
recommendation with House substitute bill 6-21-05.  Referred to second reading 6-21-
05. 
 
House Bill (HB) 4831 (2005) 
Appropriations; other; zero budget appropriations bill; provide for fiscal years 2005 and 
2006.  Creates appropriation act.  Sponsored by Rep. Scott Hummel (R-DeWitt).  
Referred to the House Committee on Appropriations 5-25-05.  House substitute bill 
adopted and amended 6-9-05.  Passed by the House and given immediate effect 6-9-
05.  Referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 6-14-05.  Discharge 
Committee approved 6-23-05.  Senate substitute bill concurred in 6-23-05.  Passed by 
the Senate 6-23-05.  Senate substitute bill nonconcurred in by the House 6-28-05.  
House conferees named: Reps. Scott Hummel, John Pastor and Gretchen Whitmer. 
 
House Bill (HB) 4996 (2005) 
Under provisions of the Public Health Code, dental hygenists, under the supervision of a 
dentist, can provide dental hygiene services to patients who have not first been 
examined by a dentist as part of a program for “dentally underserved” patients 
conducted by a local, state, or federal grantee health agency.  This bill would amend the 
Public Health Code to revise the criteria for designation as a grantee health agency to 
include, for example, a public or nonprofit entity, or a school or nursing home that 
administers a program of dental care to a dentally underserved population.  Sponsored 
by Rep. Barb Vander Veen (R-Allendale) and co-sponsored by 36 others.  Referred to 
the House Committee on Health Policy 6-23-05.  House Fiscal Agency (HFA) 
Legislative Analysis 6-27-05.  Reported with recommendation without amendments 6-
28-05.  Referred to second reading 6-28-05.  
 
House Bill (HB) 5002 (2005) 
Health facilities; hospitals; quality assurance assessment; extend sunset and increase 
hospital appropriation.  Amends Public Act (PA) 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Rep. Alma 
Smith (D-Ypsilanti) and co-sponsored by 15 others.  Referred to the House Committee 
on Appropriations 6-23-05.  Reported with recommendation without amendment(s) 6-
28-05.  Referred to second reading 6-28-05. 
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Senate Bill (SB) 43 (2005) 
This bill would amend the Income Tax Act to allow a physician with a medical care 
practice in a designated health professional shortage area to claim a $2,500 income tax 
credit for up to three consecutive years beginning after December 31, 2005, or claim the 
credit for any three years within a five year period if he or she interrupted his or her 
practice for a continuing education program or a sabbatical.  It also would reduce the 
amount of the credit for a physician with a part-time practice.  This credit would be for a 
physician who provides primary care to patients, including indigent patients, as part of 
his or her full-time or part-time medical care services in a designated health professional 
shortage area.  Sponsored by Sen. Samuel Thomas III (D-Detroit).  Referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance 1-25-05.  Senate Fiscal Analyses 6-8-05 and 6-15-05.  
Referred to the Senate Committee of the Whole with Senate substitute bill (6-14-05).        
 
Senate Bill (SB) 146 (2005) 
This bill would amend the Public Health Code to delete a provision authorizing a 
disciplinary subcommittee to impose sanctions on a pharmacist for employing the mail 
to sell, distribute, or deliver a drug that requires a prescription when the prescription for 
the drug is received by mail.  Amends Public Act (PA) 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Sen. 
Virg Bernero (D-Lansing) and co-sponsored by 14 others.  Referred to the Senate 
Committee on Health Policy 2-2-05.  Senate Fiscal Analyses 2-8-05, 2-9-05 and 2-14-
05.  Referred to the Senate Committee of the Whole 2-10-05.  Passed by the Senate 2-
16-05.  Referred to the House Committee on Health Policy 2-16-05.   
 
Senate Bill (SB) 267 (2005) 
Appropriations; community health; department of community health; provide for fiscal 
year 2005-2006.  Creates appropriation act.  Sponsored by Sen. Deborah Cherry (D-
Burton) and co-sponsored by one other.  Referred to the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations 3-2-05.  Senate Fiscal Analyses 6-6-05, 6-9-05 and 6-22-05.  Reported 
by the Senate Committee on the Whole favorably with Senate substitute bill and 
amendments.  Senate substitute bill concurred in as amended 6-14-05.  Amendments 
defeated 6-14-05.  Passed by the Senate 6-14-05.  Referred to the House Committee 
on Appropriations 6-16-05.  House substitute bill adopted 6-28-05.  Passed by the 
House 6-28-05.  Returned to the Senate 6-28-05.  House substitute bill nonconcurred in 
by the Senate 6-30-05. 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 271 (2005) 
Appropriations; family independence agency (now the department of human services); 
provide for fiscal year 2005-2006.  Creates appropriations act.  Sponsored by Sen. 
Martha Scott (D-Detroit) and co-sponsored by one other.  Referred to the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations 3-2-05.  Senate Fiscal Analyses 5-5-05, 6-10-05 and 6-
17-05.  Senate substitute bill concurred in 6-15-05.  Amendments defeated 6-15-05.  
Amendments adopted 6-15-05.  Passed by the Senate 6-15-04.  Referred to the House 
Committee on Appropriations 6-16-05.  House substitute bill adopted 6-28-05.  Passed 
the House 6-28-05.  Returned to the Senate 6-28-05.  House substitute bill 
nonconcurred in by the Senate 6-30-05.     
 
Senate Bill (SB) 334 (2005) 
This bill would amend the Customer Choice and Electricity Reliability Act (the act) to 
create the Low Income Energy Assistance and Efficiency Program within the Public 
Service Commission (PSC); require the PSC to implement a low income energy 
assistance and efficiency factor that would be a nonbypassable surcharge payable by 
every customer receiving a distribution service from a natural gas or electric utility with 
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rates regulated by the PSC; create the Low Income Energy Assistance and Efficiency 
Fund within the State Treasury, and require money collected through the surcharge to 
be deposited into the fund; allow the PSC, in consultation with the Attorney General, to 
authorize the State Treasurer to make disbursements from the fund through a grant 
process to any entity that provided assistance to utility customers; and repeal Section 
6c of the act which allows the PSC to approve energy conservation programs for 
residential customers, and fund those programs through general utility rates.  Amends 
Public Act (PA) 3 of 1939.  Sponsored by Sen. Bruce Patterson (R-Canton) and co-
sponsored by 15 others.  Referred to the Senate Committee on Technology and Energy 
3-22-05.  Senate Fiscal Analyses 4-27-05, 5-24-05 and 5-25-05.  Referred to the 
Senate Committee of the Whole with Senate substitute bill 5-24-05. 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 348 (2005) 
The General Property Tax Act requires local tax collecting units that collect a summer 
property tax to defer the collection, at the taxpayer’s request, until the following 
February 15 for the principal residence of taxpayers with a household income of 
$35,000 or less.  To be eligible for the deferment, a taxpayer must be totally and 
permanently disabled, blind, paraplegic, quadriplegic, or an eligible serviceperson or an 
eligible veteran (or be the widow or widower of such a person).  This bill would eliminate 
the income requirement for these taxpayers, except for taxpayers who are at least 62 
years of age at the time of death.  For those taxpayers, the income threshold would 
increase to $37,500 for the 2006 tax year and to $40,000 for the 2007 tax year and 
beyond.  Amends Public Act (PA) 206 of 1893.  Sponsored by Sen. Nancy Cassis (R-
Novi) and co-sponsored by four others.  Referred to the Senate Committee on Finance.  
Senate Fiscal Analyses 4-26-05 and 5-3-05.  Senate substitute bill concurred in 5-3-05.  
Amendments adopted 5-4-05.  Passed the Senate 5-4-05.  Referred to the House 
Committee on Tax Policy 5-4-05.  House Fiscal Agency (HFA) Legislative Analysis 6-
29-05.  House substitute bill adopted 6-30-05.  Passed the House 6-30-05.  Returned to 
the Senate 6-30-05. 
 

2005 Public Acts 
 

House Bill (HB) 4188 (2005) 
Public Act (PA) 25 of 2005 
This bill amends the General Property Tax Act to increase from $25,000 to $35,000 the 
maximum household income of a taxpayer 62 years old, or older, who may defer the 
collection of summer property taxes, and to remove the income limit for other taxpayers 
eligible for the summer tax collection deferral.  It amends Public Act (PA) 206 of 1893.  
Sponsored by Rep. Tory Rocca (R-Sterling Heights) and co-sponsored by 72 others, it 
was approved by Governor Granholm 5-23-05 and assigned Public Act (PA) 24 of 
2005 with immediate effect. 
 
House Bill (HB) 4434 (2005) 
Public Act (PA) 72 of 2005 
This bill amends the Public Health Code to provide that pharmacies that shared a real-
time, online database or other equivalent means of communication, or pharmacies that 
transferred prescriptions pursuant to a written contract for centralized prescription 
processing services, would not have to follow the procedure established in the Code to 
refill a copy of a prescription from another pharmacy.  It amends Public Act (PA) 368 of 
1978.  Sponsored by Rep. Scott Hummel (R-DeWitt) and co-sponsored by 82 others, it 
was approved by Governor Granholm 7-19-05 and assigned Public Act (PA) 72 of 
2005 with immediate effect.  
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Senate Bill (SB) 352 (2005) 
Public Act (PA) 73 (2005) 
This bill amends the Public Health Code to allow a pharmacy to perform centralized 
prescription processing services or outsource those services to another pharmacy if 
certain conditions are met.  It amends Public Act 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Sen. Bill 
Hardiman (R-Kentwood) and co-sponsored by 23 others, this bill was tie-barred to HB 
4434.  It was approved by Governor Granholm 7-19-05 and assigned Public Act 
(PA) 73 of 2005 with immediate effect.   
 
House Bill (HB) 4405 (2005) 
Public Act (PA) 85 of 2005 
This bill amends the Public Health Code to eliminate the authority of a disciplinary 
subcommittee to impose sanctions against a pharmacist for employing the mail to sell, 
distribute, or deliver a drug that requires a prescription when the prescription for the 
drug is received by mail.  It amends Public Act (PA) 368 of 1978.  Sponsored by Rep. 
Gretchen Whitmer (D-East Lansing) and co-sponsored by 63 others, it was approved 
by Governor Granholm 7-20-05 and assigned Public Act (PA) 85 of 2005 with 
immediate effect. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Macomb County Department Searches for New Director  
 

The Macomb County Board of Commissioners is looking for a new full-time Director for 
its Senior Citizens Services Department, located in Clinton Township.  This is a 
department head classification.  The salary range is $65,682.85 to $82,103.55.   
 
An employee in this classification plans, develops, administers and assumes leadership 
of the Macomb County Department of Senior Citizen Services.  This person is 
responsible for the overall administration, operation and direction of the programs and 
services provided by the department.  This person performs the work in accordance 
with professional training and experience, receiving guidance and direction from the 
Board of Commissioners.  This person also exercises supervision over a wide variety of 
employees with wide latitude for independent judgment.  
 
Required education, training and experience includes a Masters degree in Psychology, 
Sociology, Social Work, Gerontology or related human service field from an accredited 
college or university.  Also a minimum of eight years of increasing supervisory and 
administrative experience in community service delivery systems, including experience 
in working with older persons, and the successful completion of a probationary period. 
 
The closing date for applications is August 19.  For more information, go to 
http://macombcountymi.gov/humanresources/docs/ft_jobpostings/director-scs%2005-
181.pdf, or http://macombcountymi.gov/humanresources/ftjobopenings.asp.  These are 
links to the job description PDF, and to the county website where it is posted.    
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

OTHER RESOURCES 
 19

http://macombcountymi.gov/humanresources/docs/ft_jobpostings/director-scs 05-181.pdf
http://macombcountymi.gov/humanresources/docs/ft_jobpostings/director-scs 05-181.pdf
http://macombcountymi.gov/humanresources/ftjobopenings.asp


 
MDCR and HUD to Sponsor Conference on Predatory Lending 

 
The Michigan Department of Civil Rights (MDCR) and the US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) will sponsor a free one-day conference entitled 
“Predatory Lending and Your Community” August 18 at the Holiday Inn Lansing South 
Convention Center in Lansing.  
 
Designed for consumers of all ages, this free conference will provide participants with 
registration, continental breakfast, lunch and conference materials at no cost.      
 
Some communities are more susceptible to predatory practices because of 
characteristics such as race and ethnicity, immigrant and refugee status, gender and 
economic status, and age.  This conference will focus on groups that are particularly 
susceptible to predatory lending, such as senior adults.  Conference sessions will 
address the economic impact of predatory lending, legislative responses, and the 
creative use of existing laws.    
 
Keynote speaker will be Stella Adams, Executive Director of the North Carolina Fair 
Housing Center.  She has spoken out about bank mergers that result in higher fees for 
consumers, and less access to credit for minority and rural communities.  She started a 
movement that resulted in the passage of anti-predatory lending legislation in North 
Carolina.  In addition, as a result of this movement, the US General Accounting Office 
(GAO) issued a recommendation to the Federal Reserve to conduct full and fair lending 
compliance reviews of merging banks and their affiliates.  
 
For more information, call Lynne McCollum at OSA (517/373-7692) or e-mail her at 
weinsteinl@michigan.gov.  Also, you can call 517/241-5636, or go to 
www.michigan.gov/mdcr and see “Predatory Lending and Your Community.” 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

WEBSITES 
 

www.gdabvi.org is the website of the Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired, southeast Michigan’s resource to promote independence through vision 
rehabilitation.   
 
www.portagemi.com/living/senior_center.asp is the website of the Portage Senior 
Center in Portage.  It includes information on events, membership, travel, interest 
groups, services, volunteer opportunities, performing arts activities, and classes.    

 
www.samhsa.gov is the website of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA). 
 
www.shiarespite.org is the website of Respite Volunteers of Shiawassee in Owosso 
to provide information about upcoming respite events  
 
www.socialsecurity.gov is the website of the Social Security Administration entitled 
“Social Security Online.”  It provides information on eligibility and filing for benefits.  Also 
call toll-free 800/772-1213 for this information.  
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ABOUT RESOURCES FOR AGING 

 
Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor 

Sharon L. Gire, OSA Director 
 
This electronic newsletter is distributed upon request to anyone at no cost.  Direct your 
request to the writer/editor David Dekker at dekkerd@michigan.gov, and please 
indicate your name and telephone number as well as your e-mail address.   
 
Resources for Aging issues are sent directly by e-mail to those on a group e-mail list, 
and printed copies are mailed upon request to those who do not have Internet/e-mail 
access.  Also, this issue and past issues can be accessed online at www.MISeniors.net.  
See "What's New In Aging" on the homepage. 
 
The events/meetings, funding/grants, and other resources described in Resources for 
Aging should not be interpreted as constituting OSA endorsement, because this 
information is presented for informational/educational purposes only.    
 
Comments and suggestions are appreciated, and readers are invited to submit them to 
the editor at dekkerd@michigan.gov. 
 
Readers also are invited to submit information to be considered for publication.  Please 
attach the information to an e-mail and submit it in “Word” to dekkerd@michigan.gov.  
Or you can mail it to Resources for Aging, P.O. Box 30676, Lansing, MI 48909-8176, or 
fax it to 517/373-4092.  Please include your name, organization/agency, telephone 
number and e-mail address.    
 
To remove yourself from this e-mail list, please send a very brief message to 
dekkerd@michigan.gov. 
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